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Management 
Summary
Apollonia Eco-Park is planned in 
diverse landscape that consists of 
open spaces, an important historical 
site, and an abandoned brownfield 
site. It is located on the northern 
coast of Herzliya, near the Nof Yam 
neighborhood.

The future park boasts a variety of 
valuable archaeological artifacts, as 
well as an abundance of flora and 
fauna, some of which are quite rare. 
Home to these irreplaceable treasures, 
the Eco-Park is a gem of national 
significance providing a mixture of 
leisure, conservation and cultural 
heritage. 

However, for decades, an Israel 
Military Industry facility operated 
in close proximity to the Apollonia 
landscape.  Their activities led to 
substantial pollution of the soil and 
ground water. 

The National Committee for Planning 
and Construction of Preferred 
Housing Areas has been promoting 
the development of a residential area 
on the park's grounds. The Herzliya 
municipality and the community have 
partnered with the Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel to put 
forth an alternative plan, Apollonia 
Eco-Park, to preserve the region's 
treasures. This plan includes onsite 
soil and groundwater rehabilitation, 
and the development of a park which 
will preserve the natural, ecological 
and archeological value of the area. 
Functioning as a "green lung" for 
residents and animals alike, the park 
will connect directly to the existing 
Apollonia National Park. It will also 
include an ecological visitor's center, 
accessible walking trails, observation 
points, explanatory signs, and 
environmental education activities for 
the public.
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Nature’s gifts and the archaeological and 
historical findings of Apollonia require 
restoration, preservation and accessibility 
to the community and to the general public. 
The Municipality of Herzliya, in cooperation 
with the Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel and the city's residents, is 
promoting the Apollonia Eco-Park Program 
and invites other organizations to join as 
partners.

Vision and 
Objectives

Objectives of the Apollonia 
Eco-Park Program 

• Rehabilitation of the ground water and 
soil, using supportive and sustainable 
technologies 

• Preservation of nature, historical heritage 
and archeological structures

• Allocation of a protected core area for the 
well-being of the animals

• Establishment of infrastructures for varied 
recreational activities which cater to 
multiple population groups such as families, 
students, soldiers, senior citizens, etc.

• Accessibility to special needs groups
• Development of educational programs and 
an Information Center

• Creation of a continuum between the park, 
the sea and the city, which includes bike 
paths and pedestrian walkways

• Recognition of the site by UNESCO as a 
World Heritage Site
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Apollonia is a nature wonderland that 
is home to a rich and unique variety of 
animals and plants, has remains of ancient 
settlement and impressive archeological 
findings, and the site of significant historical 
events. The area includes the Apollonia 
Fortress, a Byzantine glass factory, ancient 
baths and beautiful mosaics. Spread over a 
number of unique habitats, Apollonia includes 
sand dunes, red loam - sandstone, sandstone 
cliffs, grassy Mediterranean coastal 
chaparral and a marine reserve. The area 
contains a rich variety of flora and fauna, 
including some 30 endangered species such 
as the Israeli Gazelle, sea and land turtles, 
hedgehogs, local and migratory birds and a 
variety of reptiles and plants. Some of the 
endangered species are rare the world over.

Background
On the border between 
the Dan region and 
the Sharon coast, lies 
a beautiful landscape, 
which stretches between 
the beaches of Herzliya 
and the Coastal Road.



Conceptual 
Plan for the 
Apollonia 
Eco-Park 

The park's area includes the 
fields of Apollonia, the Nof 
Yam Israeli Military Industry 
site, the Apollonia National 
Park, the sandstone cliffs and 
the beach.
The plan for the park is based 
on a nature survey conducted 
by the Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel.

The area contains a rich variety of flora and 
fauna, including about 30 endangered species, 
some of which are endangered throughout the 
world. Animal life at the reserve includes the 
Israeli Gazelle, sea and land turtles, hedgehogs, 
local and migratory birds and a variety of 
reptiles and plants.
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 Visitors Center

 Trail Heads

 Core Site for Ecological
 Rehabilitation and Preservation

 Cliff Trail

Apollonia National Park

Conservation areas

 Gazelle Trail

 Richard the Lionheart Trail
 Ancient Baths trail

Cliff Trail
Archaeological Trail
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Illustration map - photography courtesy of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel
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Park 
Trails 

       Ancient Baths Trail (Orange) 
The path starts from the visitors' center and 
heads west to the trail crossheads marked 
3. The first station is at the winter pool 
where Apollonia birds and wildlife may be 
observed. From this point the trail continues 
southward. To the west of the trail is the 
core area which serves as a conservation 
and rehabilitation area for wildlife and birds, 
and in particular the local gazelle population. 
To the east is the Mediterranean Chaparral 
habitat with low-lying coastal plants, which 
used to be typical of the coastal plain area 
but is shrinking due to the ongoing coastal 
development.  The habitat is located on clay 
soil and is home to endemic birds, reptiles 
and insects. It also contains historic ruins, 
such as ancient baths and ceramic/glass 
factory sites from the Phoenician period.
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      Gazelle Trail (Green)
The trail begins at the Visitor's Center 
and continues west through the magical 
ficus woods. The path descends through a 
habitat of Mediterranean coastal chaparral 
until the Reshef Pool. Here, visitors will find 
an observation point from which they can 
view the gazelles that happen by the area, 
as well as the many birds that visit the pool. 
The trail continues southward between the 
Apollonia fields on the left and the habitats 
of the Core Site for Ecological Restoration 
and Preservation on the right (2). Elevated 
observation points will allow visitors to 
observe the animals and birds in the Core 
Site, which will be off limits to the public.

      Cliff Trail (Gray) 
From the fortress of Apollonia, the trail 
continues northward on a wooden deck 
above the sandstone cliff. To the left of 
the trail you can see the the blue expanse 
of the Mediterranean Sea, and to the right 
lies the Core Area for Conservation, which 
serves as a protected space for animals and 
plants. Here, visitors can learn about the 
site's rehabilitation process, while watching 
gazelles and migratory birds resting 
between the cliffs and sand dunes.

       Archaeological Trail (Brown)
This trail begins at the entrance to the existing 
Apollonia National Park. The path turns 
north and passes through the spectacular 
archeological remains of residential buildings, 
constructed city walls, a glass factory, 
mosaics, a fortress surrounded by a moat and 
finally reaches an ancient port at the bottom 
of the cliff. This important port was in use 
during the Greek period in 3000 BC and until 
the time of the Crusaders.

       Richard the Lionheart Trail 
(Purple)
The trail begins at the Visitors Center, 
and passes along the eastern border of 
the park, close to Highway 2, along a 
ridge overlooking the entire park that is 
ecologically restored with young oak trees. 
The trail ends at the crossroads (point 
3). Along the way, the scattered ancient 
sycamore and olive trees provide shade to 
the Apollonia bee hives. At the historical 
information station, visitors can learn 
about Apollonia's dynamic history as a 
crossroads of civilizations, and the historic 
battle between the crusader infantry of 
Richard the Lionheart and the Assyrian 
mounted soldiers of Salah a-Din. Further 
down the path, the trail turns west, past an 
ancient orchard of olive trees, vines, figs, 
and an old sycamore tree that provides 
plenty of fruit during the summer months.
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Flora and 
Fauna at 
the site



"

"

The greatness of a 
nation and its moral 
progress can be 
judged by the way in 
which its animals are 
treated

- Mahatma Gandhi
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"
"

We went into the land 
to which you sent us, 
and it does flow with 
milk and honey

- Book of Numbers, Chapter 13, 27
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"
"

For mankind, is like a 
tree in the field
As a man grows, so 
does the tree

- Natan Zach
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"
"

A human being is like 
a tree planted on 
water, seeking roots...

- Yankele Rotblit 
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"
"

Once upon a time 
there were sycamore 
trees here, sand dunes 
all around and a 
scenic view…

- Yitzhak Itzhaki
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A land of great 
historical value where 
the famous battle 
between Richard the 
Lionheart and Salah 
a-Din took place in 1191
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History and 
Heritage
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Community 
Activities 
On Site

Photos: Ondine Sherman
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"-Yoram Taharlev 

"Under the light of 
the sun, we will grow 
roots to the heart of 
the land...
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